Expectations for Writing.

What does your child need to develop to achieve the different levels for writing?

For a level 1 your child would need:

To use simple words and phrases in their writing. In their reading or their writing to show awareness of how full stops are used. Their Letters are usually clearly shaped and correctly orientated.
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To move onto a 2c, the next level your child would need to:

· Make sure that they try and use more than one idea

· To make sure their stories are interesting

· To try and use capital letters as well as full stops

· To try and not mix up capital letters and small letters

· To make sure that their stories are interesting

For a level 2c your child would need:

Write a story that has the beginnings of a story structure but is not consistent in their writing style. Their writing if often a series of events and more like spoken language

Write sentences using a few full stops and capital letters correctly. In their story writing there is a beginning, middle and end. 

Their handwriting is legible but there are some inconsistencies in mixing upper and lower case letters.
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To move onto a 2b, the next level your child would need to:

· Make sure that their ideas follow one another in sequence

· To make sure their stories are interesting by using at least one describing word in each sentence

· To try and make their sentences longer and use words other than ‘and’ to join ideas together

· To try and use upper case letters for the names of people and places and not mix up upper and lower case letters

· To try and use question marks when needed

· To learn all the words on their spelling lists that they are given and remember to spell them correctly in their writing
For a level 2b your child would need:

To use the correct structure in their writing for the correct purpose and appropriateness. There is some sequence of events and their writing contains description and detail to interest the reader.

To use capital letters and full stops more accurately in their writing and to try and use other punctuation marks. To use capital letters correctly in their writing, especially with proper nouns. In their use of vocabulary they are trying to use more ambitious words and there is a growing knowledge of word structures. Most words contained in the high frequency list for Years 1 and 2 are spelt correctly. Their understanding of writing in the past and present tense is beginning to be seen in their work.

Their handwriting is clear and upper and lower case letters are not usually mixed up.
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To move onto a 2a, the next level your child would need to:

· Make sure that their writing is interesting and exciting so that people will want to read it

· To think carefully about the different types of writing

· To try hard to make their descriptions very clear

· To have endings which are really interesting and thought about

· To use phrases and words which they have come across in their reading

· To try and use commas in the correct place

· To join up their writing and keep it neat

· To learn all the words on their spelling lists that they are given and remember to spell them correctly in their writing
For a level 2a your child would need:

In their writing hold the readers interest. Their ideas are linked and their descriptions are clear and allow the reader to recognise the feature without naming them. Their stories have strong openings and contain more than one character. Their ending is appropriate although could be seen to be simple.

Their use of capital letters and full stops is mostly correct in their writing and question marks and apostrophes are used appropriately (contraction)

In their writing some descriptive passages are used for detail and emphasis and some word play is likely to be present – e.g. the use of similes

Words are used to introduce tension, surprise, feelings or emotions e.g. ‘suddenly’. The vocabulary used is still very close to speech.

In their spelling to spell all the high frequency words correctly and attempt to spell longer words phonetically

Their handwriting is accurate and shows some evidence of joining.
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To move onto a 3c the next level your child would need to:

· Organise their stores so that there is a clear beginning middle and end

· To take time to describe characters and events within their stories rather than move from one event to another

· To use more interesting words other than ‘and’ and ‘but’ to join sentences or ideas together

· To check in their writing that they have used capital letters, commas, and question marks when needed and will begin to use speech marks

· To try and keep their writing interesting throughout their work and not be tempted to look for a quick ending

· To try to join their writing and keep their letters the same size
· To learn all the words on their spelling lists that they are given and remember to spell them correctly in their writing

For a level 3c your child would need:

To write a story that has a clear beginning, middle and end. Has detail, which captures the readers’ interest, and is beginning to understand how to write for a different audience and purpose.

Their sentence punctuation is generally accurate and there is some evidence of use of paragraphs but not always appropriately

Their use of connectives has moved beyond ‘and’ and ‘but’ but their vocabulary can tend to be limited to the same words and these are perhaps used too frequently in their writing. There is some variety of sentence structure although many sentences start in the same way- ‘It’, ‘They’ or ‘We’

To spell all the High Frequency words correctly and present their work neatly and joined.
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To move onto a 3b, the next level your child would need to:

· Make sure that their descriptions have enough detail and that it helps the reader to gain better understanding about the way the story is unfolding

· When needed contain aspects of humour or suspense

· To begin their sentences in a range of interesting ways

· To use adjectives and adverbs confidently 

· To check that they have used punctuation correctly and will also use more speech marks and apostrophes

· To learn all the words on their spelling lists that they are given and remember to spell them correctly in their writing.
Another example of a level 3 piece of work:
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For a level 3b your child would need:

Their handwriting is consistent, joined and legible’ spelling correct except for ambitious word choice. Full stops, capital letters are correct and there is evidence of question marks. Their writing is clear, organised and imaginative with logical developments of ideas; with a varied and interesting choice of words.

To move onto a 3a, the next level your child would need to:

· To use imagination when describing places and events in stories

· To use a range of adjectives and adverbs to make my descriptions more interesting

· To make sure their writing does not jump from one idea to another too often but build their ideas though the story

· Their descriptions of characters include feelings and emotions, when it is needed

· Their sentences will be full of detail and will include interesting words and phrases

· Use words they have not used before when describing events, characters and feelings

· Choose the most appropriate style of writing to suit the needs of the situations
· Add humour and in their descriptions of events and characters to be completed in a variety of ways and sometimes include humour
· To use correct punctuation and also use speech marks and apostrophes
· To learn spellings and spell them correctly in their writing



For a level 3a your child would need:

To have accurate handwriting, spelling and punctuation in all their writing. Their writing shows that there is an awareness of an audience; with a clear narrative structure. Their characters in their writing are well developed and their descriptions are also detailed. Their writing shows a fluent and imaginative style with ideas being extended and developed. 

To move onto a 4c, the next level your child would need to:

· Use similes and metaphors with some confidence and sustain the comparisons or metaphor throughout my writing

· Have openings to stories which will want the reader to carry on and read their story
· Use direct speech and impersonal writing in their writing fairly
· Describe their characters with a sense of imagery and reveal a good understanding of who their character is
· Make their writing brief when it is needed or use detail when necessary

· Experiment with words not used before even if they have not used them in speech before

· Have words in their writing which are very specific to the events being talked about

· Use abbreviations when needed
· Use paragraphs correctly and feel confident with punctuation
This is a level 4 piece of writing:




An example of a non-fiction piece of writing:




For a level 4c your child would need:

Their handwriting is beginning to be fluent, joined and legible and show evidence of adventurous vocabulary. Their use of full stops, capital letters and question marks are usually correct and are beginning to be used within their sentences. Spelling of some polysyllabic words that use regular patterns is being developed. The ideas in their writing are apparent but not quite sustained or developed. They begin to use complex sentences.

To move onto a 4b, the next level your child would need to:

· Have precise descriptions especially about the personality of the character

· Recognise the need to change style of writing when needed

· Organise writing to help the reader follow the story well

· Use a range of words perhaps not used before

· Have descriptions of characters or places which would allow the reader to feel that they know the place or character

· Develop their descriptions into proper phrases to create more interesting effect

· Use in non-narrative writing clear arguments and a clear conclusion

· Have a logical order to their letter writing or report

· Use first, second and third person correctly

· Have accurate spelling and an effective style of handwriting

For a level 4b your child would need:

Their handwriting is usually legible, fluent and legible. Their vocabulary is becoming more adventurous with some words chosen for meaning. Their punctuation within the sentences used within increasing accuracy and there is evidence of some grammatical complex sentences extend the meaning. The spelling of polysyllabic words is generally accurate. Their writing ideas are usually sustained but may not yet be developed or organised appropriately and they are beginning to use some grammatically complex sentences with consistency.

To move onto a 4a, the next level your child would need to:

· Use the correct style according to the task

· Sustain dialogue between two characters without losing the main essence of the story

· Set out a series of points to persuade the reader of a point of view

· Adapt the vocabulary to suit the purpose of their writing

· Revisit their writing and rearrange it to give a better impact or effect

· Take advice from friends and make changes, if necessary

· Use non-narrative writing to put across points in a strongly argued way which takes into account of all the pertinent points and not come across as being biased

· Use pronouns and tenses consistently

· Use commas, apostrophes and speech marks within sentences

For a level 4a your child would need:

To show they have handwriting that is consistently fluent joined and legible. Their use of vocabulary is adventurous and words are used for effect. Their punctuation is used correctly and they use grammatically complex sentences to extend their meaning. The spelling of polysyllabic words that confirm to regular patterns is accurate. Their ideas in their writing are usually sustained and developed in a variety of interesting ways and organised appropriately. They can write consistently in a wide range of styles, writing consistently, lively and thoughtfully.

To move onto a 5c/b, the next level your child would need to:

· Experiment with their openings so that at times they will reflect different situations, such as, action, dialogue or narrator’s synopsis

· Have carefully thought out endings that do not end too abruptly or unimaginatively

· Successfully interweave dialogue, action an description in their writing

· Be able to switch from one focus to another within their story without losing the main ideas

· In their non-narrative writing include their own point of view built around a sensible argument

· Be able to move away from standard English when necessary to develop their ideas or characters

· Use a more formal style in required

· Use heading and sub-headings when needed

· Choose appropriate choices between standard English, dialect and colloquialism according to the impact wanted

For a level 5c your child would need:

To show they have handwriting that is usually joined, clear and fluent. In their writing shows some evidence of variation and interest and conveys meaning in a range of forms, is beginning to recognise the need for a more formal styles. Their vocabulary choices show imagination and words are beginning to be used precisely. They use simple and complex correctly and organise them into paragraphs. They spell words with complex regular patterns are usually spelt correctly. They use a range of punctuation including commas, apostrophes and inverted commas is increasingly being used and with success.
Examples of level 5 work
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To move onto a 5a, the next level your child would need to:

· Show development of plot as well as theme

· Develop the relationships between characters

· Use alliteration and figurative language, when necessary

· Use dialect appropriately to help bring alive a character to the reader

· Use asides to comment on actions or indicate thoughts and feelings though characters

· Show in their non-narrative writing detail and sequences, which are well managed to sustain the reader’s interest

· Be able to conclude their writing with a well structured overview or summary

· Be able to chose points and questions appropriately and order them 

· Use adverbial clauses and adjectival phrases

· Use colons and dashes correctly
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