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V

Vandal- the Vandals were a German tribe that invaded Western Europe in the 4th and 5th centuries AD, destroying many beautiful cities and objects.

W

 Wafer- it comes from a small flat cake with a honeycomb design. It is connected with the German word wabe ‘honeycomb’, but also related to the English word weave.

Water- is a word, which is found in many European languages with different spellings and varying pronunciation.

X

Xylophone- comes from two Greek words, xylo ‘wood’ and phonos ‘sound’. This is because the instrument is made of flat wooden bars.

Y

Z

Zest- comes from the French zeste. It originally had the meaning of orange or lemon peel used in flavouring.

A

Aardvark- it means earth pig and was given to the animal by Dutch Settlers in South Africa.

Academy- Originally a Greek word from the name of the Greek legendary hero Academus. A gymnasium in the outskirts of Athens was named after him.

Alligator- comes from the Latin word ‘Lactertus’. The name came to English through Spanish. The Spanish for alligator is ‘largarto,’ and the Spanish word for ‘the’ is el. When English speakers heard the Spanish talking about the animal, it sounded like ‘alligator’

Anthology- from the Greek anthos ‘flower’ and logia ‘collection. The word originally meant a collection of ‘the flowers of verse’

Apostrophe- comes from the Greek meaning ‘turned away’.

Apricot- was once spelled ‘apricock’ and came from the French.

Apron- from the French nape, meaning Tablecloth. 

Armadillo- is a Spanish word meaning ‘armed man’ or ‘little armoured man’.

Atlas- comes from the name of e Greek Titan in Greek Mythology. He was condemned by the gods to hold up the sky. 

Attorney- comes from the French, and is based on the word ‘turn’. It applies to someone who people can turn to help, especially in legal matters. 

B

Banjo- In Latin and Greek the word ‘pandura’ was the name for a musical instrument sacred to the Greek God, Pan. 

Bankrupt- from the Italian banca rotta in the C16 meaning ‘broken bench’. Banking and Money Lending was conducted on benches in an open-air market. If someone could no longer carry on business they had, their benches dismantled.

Bayonet- comes from the town of Bayonne in France, which is where these weapons were originally made.

Biscuit- came to being used to the French, but the word originates in the Medieval Latin ‘bis coctus’ which means twice baked.

Boss- comes from the Dutch language. It comes from the word ‘baas’ or master, which had meant ‘uncle’

Buccaneer- comes from the French ‘boucanier’, the name for a hunter who dried and stored meat on a wooden frame called a ‘boucan’. These people were to be found in the West Indies.

Butler- comes from the Old French word ‘boutteiller’, describing a man who put wine into bottles.

C

Cagoule- taken from the French in the 1950s and meant hood or cowl.

Tennis- comes from the French tenez, from tenir ‘to hold’. In early times, the server shouted tenes to attract their opponent’s attention.

Terracotta- is Italian and means cooked earth.

Thesaurus- is from the Greek word thesaurus, meaning treasury, and was used in the early 19th century especially to describe a treasury of knowledge, or a treasury of words.

Ticket- comes from the French word étiquet. The French word came from the Old French verb estiquer ‘to stick’, which is from the German stechen.

Tinsel- is from the French word étincelle ‘spark’, which in turn is derived from the Latin stincilla.

Treacle- comes from the French treacle, a salve or ointment used as an antidote to animal bites. Later it meant any kind or remedy. The word comes from the Greek theriak, from therion ‘wild beast’ or ‘poisonous animal’. 

U

Umbrella- is from the early Italian word ombrella, which meant little shade, since the umbrella was originally used as a sunshade.

 Urchin- once meant ‘hedgehog’ and comes from the Old French heriçon, from Latin ericius ‘hedgehog’.
Spell- taken from a Germanic word meaning, ‘magic formula’. It was borrowed by the French, who used it to mean, ‘explain’ and later to ‘spell’ words.

Squat- comes from the Old French esquatir ‘to press flat’. Later the word changed to quatir.
Strand- may be derived either from the Old French word estran ‘rope’, or Germanic strang ‘rope, string’. Strand also has the meaning of ‘land by the sea or water.

Superman- this word was translated from the German word übermensch used by the writer Nietzsche. Über means ‘over’ and mensch is ‘human being. 

Swindle- comes from the German schwindler and originally applied to someone who begged.

Syrup- from the French sirop, but it came originally from the Arabic sharab, from shariba ‘to drink’.

T

Tambourine- taken from the French tambourin. It refers to as small drum.

Tarantula- is taken from the town of Taranto, in Italy, where the spider is found.

Tea- was adopted by the Dutch as thee. It is a word originally found in Amoy Chinese as t’e.

Card-taken from the Greek ‘chartes’ meaning ‘a papyrus leaf’. It was then used by the French as ‘carte’.

Cashier- from the French caissier, from casse means Money chest.

Castanet- is from the Spanish as castaneta, which comes from the Latin word ‘castanea’ meaning chestnut. 

Chameleon- taken from the Greek word Chamaileon. Chamai- means ‘on or near the ground’, and Leon- meaning Lion.

Church- a Greek word ‘Kyrios’ meaning ‘lord’

Chrysanthemum- from the Greek khrusos ‘gold’ and anthemon ‘flower’

Cliché- is a French word, used in the Nineteenth Century for the metal printing block called a ‘stereotype plate’

Clumsy- originates from Scandinavia, where it has several meanings. ‘Klumsen’ means ‘to strike dumb’ or ‘hamper’ and also ‘dazed, numb’

Coach- comes from a place-name in Hungary called Kocs. In the Fifteenth Century the ‘Kocsi szeker’ was invented.

Companion- is from the French ‘compagnon’. This is taken from the Latin com-with and panis- bread, producing a word that means ‘who eats bread with another’

Confetti- comes from Italy and means ‘small sweets’. Traditionally sweets were thrown after weddings, and later small discs of paper were used.

Crusade- comes from the French crois- ‘cross’, and also from the Spanish cruzar- to take up the cross.
Crypt- from the Greek, meaning ‘a vault’ or hidden.

Currant- taken from the Greek place-name Corinth, where currants were first sent abroad. The name came to England from the French, where the fruit was originally called ‘raison de coraunte’.
D

Decoy- comes from the Dutch ‘de kooieend’ meaning ‘the duck decoy’.

Denim- taken from the Place-name Nimes in France. It - was here that the material was first made.

Diesel- is a word taken from the Inventor of the Diesel engine- Rudolph Diesel. He patented his engine in 1893 and came from Germany.
Dinner- comes from the French dîner, which is taken from the Latin disjejunare- ‘to break fast’.

Dinosaur- invented in 1841 to describe certsain prehistoric animals. It is made up of two Greek words, ‘deinos’ meaning terrible and ‘sauros’ meaning lizard.

Dollar- is a form of the German word ‘taler’ or ‘thaler’. This was a shortened name of a silver coin made in 1518. The Spanish 

Seal- comes from the Old French seel, in turn taken from the Latin, sigullum meaning ‘a small picture as well as a seal.

Semaphore- is from the Greek sema ‘signal’ and ‘phoros’ bearing, a word invented in about 1812 in France.

Shuffle- comes from the German schuffeln, and is connected to the words ‘scuffle’ and ‘shove’, all with the meaning of pushing along.

Silhouette- is named after the French politician, Etienne de Silhouette (1704- 1767), who is said to have been so mean, that he would only have outlines, in order to save money.

Sir- is a shortened form of sire. It comes from the Old French sieur. More complicated forms are monsieur ‘my sir’.

Skipper- is from the Dutch schipper, from the word schip ‘ship’. The English word ‘equip’ is also from the same source. 

Slot- comes from Germany. It is found in the word schloss, meaning ‘lock’, ‘clasp’ or ‘castle’. Its original meaning in English was ‘bar’ or ‘rod’, as it was used for bolting or locking.

Smug- taken from the German word, schmücken ’to adorn’. It originally meant ‘trim’, ‘neat’ or ‘smooth’.

Soldier- originally from the Latin word solidus ‘a gold coin’. This word changed as it was used in Portuguese and Spanish into sueldo and soldo, both names of coins and also the word for ‘pay’. Soldiers are people serving in the army for pay.

Spaghetti- is an Italian word, formed as a plural of Spaghetto. This is taken from the word spago meaning ‘cord’.
R

Rebel- comes from the French rebelled. This comes from re ‘again’ and bellum ‘war’. 

Repair- comes from the French reparer, and in turn from the Latin reparare. This uses the prefix re ‘go back to an earlier state’, plus parare ‘to make ready, or put in order’.

Restaurant- is a French word taken from the verb restaurer ‘to restore’, and the word originally used to mean ‘a food which restores’. 

Rhinoceros- comes from the Greek rhin ‘nose’ and keras ‘horn’, forming into a word meaning ‘nose-horn’. 

Ruffian- comes from the Italian word ruffiano, taken from an older word roffia ‘beastly things’.

S

Sarcophagus- is from the Greek sarko ‘flesh’ and phagos ‘eating’, meaning ‘flesh-eating’. This was because the Ancient Greeks believed that the stone used could actually swallow up the corpse and the wooden coffin.

Scarlet- was originally the name of a rich cloth, which was often bright red, but could be other colours. Its origin could be from the French- escarlate or from the Italian scarlatto. 

Scout- originally meant ‘to spy’ and comes from the Old French word escouter ‘to listen’.

eight reales coin was commonly called a dollar, and was used in the ‘New World’.

Domino- comes from the Italian exclamation ‘domino!’ meaning master or winner.

Dromedary- from the Greek word, ‘dromad’ meaning a fast runner.
E

Elastic- comes from the Greek ‘elastikos’ meaning driving or propelling.

Electricity- taken from the Greek word for amber- elektron. This is because amber can be given an electric charge and made to attract small pieces of materials.

Embargo- is a Spanish word and comes from the verb 'embargar’ meaning ‘to arrest or impede’.

F
Fiasco- an Italian word for bottle or flask.

Flour and Flower- both come from the French word fleur.
Foreign- comes from the French forain, which comes from the Latin foranus- a foreigner. This in turn is taken from the Latin forus- outside.
G 

Gas- is a word invented in the Seventeenth Century by the Dutch Chemist J.B. van Helmont. He took the name from the Greek word chaos meaning ‘atmosphere’

Gooseberry- comes from ‘groose’ which is related to the German word Kraus meaning curly. In French it is called groseille.
Grenade- comes from the French, meaning  pomegranate. The name was applied to the explosive shell because of its resemblance to the fruit

H

Halibut- means ‘holy fish’. The word butt is an old Dutch word for types of flat fish. 

Hamburger- is named after the German city of Hamburg. The whole word is a Hamburger steak and in the style of a Hamburg steak.

Hearse- comes from the French word herse, describing a triangular iron frame used in church to hold candles. The candleholder was placed over the coffin in church, and this word was later applied to the frame holding the coffin.

Helicopter- is a modern word made up of two Greek words; heliko- screw and pteron meaning wings.

Piano- is an abbreviation of pianoforte, which is an Italian word meaning ‘harpsichord with soft and loud’. The inventor Cristofori used this description in about 1710.

Pilot- taken from the French pilote, which was taken from the Greek pedon, which means ‘an oar’ or ‘a rudder’

Portcullis- comes from the Old French port coleice. The first word means door, while the second means’ sliding or gliding’.

Prestige- comes from the French, and originally from the Latin praestigium, meaning ‘illusion’. It means ‘performing conjuring tricks’. The modern meaning suggests ‘brilliance or glamour from past successes’.

Problem- is from the French probleme. This is taken from the Greek. Pro means, ‘before, earlier’ and ballein ‘throw’.

Pterodactyl- taken from the Greek. Pteron means ‘wing’ and ‘daktulos’ is finger. 

Pygmy- is a word of Greek Origin. It means ‘dwarfish or very small’. possible that Perrualt invented it, although there is a Latin word orcus, meaning ‘infernal deity’

Q

O

Oratorio- is the Italian form of the word ‘oratory’, a place of prayer. In the 16th century musical performance century held at the oratory of St Philip Neri in Rome.

Ozone- comes from the Greek ozein, meaning smell. The scientist Schonbien named it in 1840 because of its smell.

P

Pants- is an abbreviation of the word ‘pantaloons’. This word comes from the Italian pantalone, which was the name used for a stock Ventetian comedy character who always wore baggy trousers.

Paper- comes from the French papier, which, in turn, is taken from the Latin papyrus and the Greek papyrus.
Parakeet- comes from the Spanish Periquito and the Old French, paroquet also meaning parrot.

Pawn- There are two meanings for this word. The name of the chess piece comes through French from the Spanish peon and Italian pedone ‘footman’. The meaning ‘pawn’ as ‘something. held as security’ also comes from the French; pan meaning ‘pledge’ or ‘plunder’.

Hieroglyphics- coming from the Greek words hieos ‘sacred’ and glyphic ‘writing’ The word was found in some early Greek writing, meaning ‘letters or writing,’

Hippopotamus- is a word taken from the Greek hippos ‘horse’ and ‘potamus’ ‘river’, 

Host- comes from the Old French hoste, meaning a host or guest, from the Latin hospes. The English words ‘hotel’ and ‘hostel’ come from the same source.

I

Idiot- comes from the Greek ‘idiotes’ meaning a common person or layman.

Indigo- is a blue powder dye obtained from the plant Indigofera. It comes from originally from the Greek Indikos, meaning ‘of India’

J

Jacket- comes from the French jacquette. In use it means a leather jerkin or a leather-drinking vessel.

Jeans- comes from the name of the fabric used. It was formally spelled ‘jenes’ or ‘geanes’, from the city of Genoa, which is where the cloth was first made.

Jeopardy- taken from the name of Chess, and is based on a divided game, and therefore undecided. The Spanish expression for this is jeugo de partido and in the French jeu parti.

K

L

Lettuce- comes from the French word laittue, from the Latin lactuca. The lact part of the word means ‘milk’, used because of the milky juice of the plant.

Luxury- from the French, luxurie and from the Latin, luxus ‘excess’. Created in the C17

M

Magnolia- is a flower named after Pierre Magnol (1638-1715) who was a professor of botany in France.

Malaria- the origin of this word comes from the idea that Malaria was caused by ‘bad air’ given off in marshy places. It was named in Italy as mal’aria, the short form of mala aria, meaning ‘bad air’.

Margarine- was invented in about 1860 by the French chemist Meges- Mouries. He believed that his product consisted of mainly of margaric acid. The acid formed globules like pearls, and the name was taken from the Greek margarites ‘pearl’

Mascot- comes from the Italian word masca ‘witch’. It has passed into other languages, reaching English through French mascotte, and by then meant a ‘good luck charm’

Migraine- is a French word, which is taken from the Greek hemikrania ‘half-skull’, because the illness affects only one side of the head.

Mosquito- is a Spanish and Portuguese word and means ‘little fly’

Moustache- comes from the French, but other languages have a similar word. All these come from the Greek word mastax, meaning jaw. 

N

Nostalgia- comes from the Greek nostos ‘return home’ and algos ‘pain’. When put together they produce the meaning of ‘homesickness’.

O

Oboe- comes from the French word hautbois, which has the same meaning.

Ocean- comes from the Old French word occean, taken from the Greek okeanos. This word was used to describe the ‘great river’, which was believed to encircle the world.

Ogre- comes from the French, and is found in the Fairy Stories of Perrault, published in 1697. The origin is not known and it is possible that Perrualt invented it, although there is a Latin word orcus, meaning ‘infernal deity’
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